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Good evening! 

I’m Pastor Doug Browne. Thank you for joining me this 

evening. 

Remember, “In life and in death we belong to God.” 

We trust in God, and God is worthy of our trust. Even when 

we are practicing social distancing, and trying not to make each 

other sick. 

During this time when we’re not meeting in person, I’m 

going to post videos here, praying with you and walking through 

the Bible stories in the Gospel of Mark, continuing from where we 

left off with the sermon series I was preaching. I’m going to do 

this Sunday morning, Wednesday evening, and Friday evening 

each week until we’re back together face to face. If you miss any, 

you can find them and watch them later either here on Facebook 

or linked from the sermons page on the church website. 

My hope is that this will help us remember that we are God’s 

people, no matter what’s happening around us, and that God 

loves us. 
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Today, let’s continue from where we left off Sunday, with 

Jesus being asked about resurrection. We’re in Mark chapter 12, 

verses 18-27, if you’d like to read along at home. 

“Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 

him and asked him a question, saying, ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for 

us that “if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no child, the 

man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother.” 

There were seven brothers; the first married and, when he died, 

left no children; and the second married her and died, leaving no 

children; and the third likewise; none of the seven left children. 

Last of all the woman herself died. In the resurrection whose wife 

will she be? For the seven had married her.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Is not this the reason you are wrong, 

that you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God? For 

when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in 

marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the dead 

being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the story 

about the bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, 
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the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is God not of the 

dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.’” 

This is the Word of God, for the People of God.  

Thanks Be to God. 

In our Scripture reading this evening, people are again 

trying to trap Jesus. The background for this story is complex, 

and, if I were standing up in a pulpit for ten or twelve minutes, I 

would probably spend a couple minutes explaining it. Tonight, I’m 

not going to do that. If you want me to explain levirate marriage, 

ask me sometime, and I’ll be glad to. 

For tonight, what matters is that the Sadducees are trying to 

play gotcha games with Jesus. They come up with a farfetched 

scenario to try to prove that resurrection doesn’t make any 

sense. This is a lot like an atheist asking the question, “Can God 

make a rock so big that He can’t lift it?” 

Jesus doesn’t give them the answer they’re looking for. 

Instead, he talks about something much more important than 

their silly question. He explains to them that God is not just the 

God of the dead. God is God of the living. 
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Our relationship with God can’t be broken, even by death. 

We talk about this at funerals, but it’s true the rest of the time, 

too. Death does not get the last word. The presence of God is not 

just when we die – it’s now, too. 

 

Right now this whole situation with the coronavirus is scary, 

isn’t it? All the figures we’re hearing about in the news and the 

pictures of what’s happening in other countries and other places. 

All the social distancing we’re being asked to do, to help make 

sure we don’t get sick, or make someone else sick. 

 

God walks with us through the valley of the shadow of 

death. If you look around you, I figure this is pretty much what 

the valley of the shadow looks like. 

Truly I tell you, God walks with us through viruses and 

physical distancing and all the stuff we’re going through right 

now. It’s scary, I know. But, no matter what happens to us, God 

is with us. 

Just like God was with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. 



03-20-2020 Resurrection 5 

The Apostle Paul explained to us in the Book of Romans that 

nothing in all creation, not height nor depth nor rulers nor 

princes, nor anything else can stand between us and God’s love, 

expressed to us in Jesus Christ. 

So, my siblings in Christ, be reassured. No matter how 

you’re feeling right now, God loves you. And God is with you. And 

God will continue to be with you, as we all deal with this situation 

together.  

 

And now, People of God, as you go about your weekend, 

remember that God is the God of the living. God’s relationship 

with us is the same whether we are isolated at home or out and 

about. God’s relationship with us is the same no matter what 

happens or doesn’t happen. 

And may the grace of God the Father, the love of Jesus 

Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit rest upon you and rest in 

you, now and forever. Amen. 


